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Barclays prospers despite bad debts

Improvement in housing
market activity continues

UPBEAT Barclays overcame a surge in bad debt levels at Barclaycard to post better-than-expected half-year profits of £2.69bn
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Graeme Evans
newsdesk@wme.co.uk

But Barclaycard profits slip
as customers fail to pay

8=+?@� �
���� ������ �� - �$
�	�����
���	������	��
	�����������	
�����
��	�
��������������	�����

	��������	
�����������	
*�����8	���	�
�	��������
�	� 

#�� �	
&2�� ��
���� ���	��
���%�� ��	�� ��� 	

�	�� 
	�� ��
�
���� �
�%��� ��
��
���� ��� ���%*
�	���
������ )$��
�4���A�������%���
�
�
�	�����
�����
���'""! 

#��� 	��
	��� �
��� ��� 
�%
�'!�*""1*� ����	
�� %���
�'!)*!.��	� ������	
���� ������	
*
	�������� ��� �	
&� �	�� ���� ��
�
�	��
�	�����������	
&���	���	
��
���
� 

��� ���
���� ��� 
���
�� ����
��
���%�
��	����	������
�����
���

�����
� �	
&��� 	������� ����
��
	������ ��� 
�% �
� ��
� %���

��
����
��	��
	���*������%�
�����
�����
��
��
����
	�������1 ,$��	
���

�����%��& 

0���� ���
������ ;	
��
 @����
�	����� %	���
��&������� �������
�����	
&����@
��	
��%������	���
�����	
&���������
��	���
�����%	�
�������	���	
�	�� 

8�� 	����*� 6#��� 
	��� ���� %���
�����
� �����	
&��* ���� �� %�
2�
������� 	������ �=��
	��* �����	
�
&��� ��� ��	���* %����� ��� �
���
�
	��
� 7

B�����������
	������*�����8	���	�
�	��� ��� ��
��
��� ��� ������
	��
	����������
�����������%�	

���
	����	�������$��
��--, 

:��� ��

�%�
�� ����� 
�%
��%�
*� ���� �	
& �	��� ��
��	��
�	���
��� 	� 	� �
���
���
 ��� �
�
���� ��
 ���� 	��
	�� 
�% ��
�

�%�
� %�
�� ��%
� �
��� �-$� ��
'"$�9�����	��
	�����
������	����-
��	
� 

#�	���������������
������	�����
���� ������*� %����� �	��� ���%

���
� ��� 6���	�� ���
�����
�7*
�����	
&�	���� 

;
�@���� �	��*�6#�� 
����
���
��	
�� 	��
����� ��
 ������ ��
�
��	�� �
� ��� ����
��/�	
��
 %	�
'-$� �����
 ��	
� �
 ���� ��
��
/�	
��
*� 	
�� ���	��� 	��
��� �	��

���
��� 
���
�� ������ ����

�
�
 ����� ��������� �	��� 	
�
�
/��
���� ��� ����
��	�
��������
� 7

Graeme Evans
newsdesk@wme.co.uk

Economy
not as
badly hit
as thought
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David Winning
newsdesk@wme.co.uk
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Picture of health at home
could free up hospital beds

Assembly shows interest in
tele-health pilot scheme

Siôn Barry
Business Editor sion.barry@wme.co.uk

PILOT Peter
Range, left,
managing
director, and
David
Muxwor thy,
director, of
Home
Telehealth who
are pioneering
technology to
i m p ro v e
patient care
with their
home
monitoring
system

P i c t u re :
Rob Norman
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Cruise South to the Sun
onboard the MV Van Gogh

from Swansea
15 & 23 October 2006 

9 days from £499
¥ Return coach from a range of local pick up points or

free car parking at port
¥ Eight nights accommodation onboard the Van Gogh
¥ Price based on an economy 4 berth inside cabin
¥ Upgrade cabins available - details in brochure
¥ Breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, dinner and midnight

snacks onboard
¥ Ports of Call: Swansea, La Coruna - Spain, Gibraltar,

Tangier - Morocco, Lisbon - Portugal,Vigo - Spain,
Swansea

¥ Live West End style entertainment every evening
¥ All port and passenger taxes
¥ Full services of the ship’s friendly English-speaking crew

and team of Travelscope staff
Organised by Travelscope Promotions Ltd ABTA No V5060

Great News for
Holidaymakers

Reader
holidays
Western Mail & Echo
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2005Wales

This year the 

Wales Fast Growth 50

project celebrates seven

years of identifying 

the fastest growing

businesses in Wales.

Does you business
have what it takes?
For details contact:
Professor Dylan Jones-Evans,
B.Sc (Hons) M.Sc Ph.D FRSA
Co-Director,
National Entrepreneurship
Observatory of Wales,
T: 01248 361708
M: 0777 6166361
E: FG50@btconnect.com


